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Beschreibung

Fotografie einer Zeichnung: "Initiation. Mannbarkeitsritual."

Handschriftlich unter dem Foto:

Am nachsten Morgen laufen die Operateure, um die Lenden nur bekleidet, mit dem aus den
Haaren Erschlagener gewundenen Girtel, in welchem die Handwurfwaffe ,Bumerang” nach
oben gekehrt, steckt, auf Hinden u. Fiiflen um die im Halbkreis sitzenden Jiinglinge. Die
nach oben gekehrte Waffe imitiert den Schweif des Dingo, welcher den Eingeborenen als
Ideal von Schlauheit, Vorsicht, Dreistigkeit, Ausdauer u. Blutgier u. auch als Wetterprophet
gilt, indem er bevorstehenden Regen durch Aufwirbeln von Staub mittelst der Hinterfiifle
anzeigen soll. Der ganze Aufzug ist eine Aufforderung an die Jiinglinge sich die gerithmten
Eigenschaften des Dingo oder des wilden Hundes zunutze zu machen.

Gustav Miitzel (7.12.1839 - 29.10.1893), Zeichner des Originals

[Es handelt sich um die Kopie einer Zeichnung, die in Wilhelm von Blandowskis 1862 zu
Gleiwitz erstelltem "Australien in 142 Photografien" veroffentlicht wurde. Uber dieses Werk
heif3t es:

"William Blandowski (1822-78) was a pioneer in many ways. Born in Gleiwitz, Upper Silesia
(present-day Gliwice, Poland), he went to Australia in 1849 to compile "a natural history, a
botanical classification, and a geological arrangement of this country." He joined an early
gold rush in Victoria, where he invented a powerful water pump. Blandowski went on
several expeditions, on which he collected numerous specimens and attempted to compile
the first checklist of the mammals and birds of Victoria. His drawings are notable for their
accuracy and artistic value. Largely unknown is his application of the newly invented
technology of photography for scientific purposes. This album, created as the author's copy
after his return to Germany from Australia, contains Blandowski’s album of photographic
prints of drawings and engravings (only some are strictly speaking photographs), together
with handwritten annotations and some plates from the portfolio of his unpublished book
Australia Terra Cognita (today in the State Library of New South Wales, Mitchell


https://smb.museum-digital.de/object/58455

Collection). Only the pamphlet with Blandowski’s annotations, minus the prints, was
printed by Gustav Neumann in Gleiwitz (1862), which explains why only two copies of the
album are known to exist: the author’s copy in Berlin (text and prints) and an incomplete
copy with the prints only in the Haddon Library, at the University of Cambridge. This
rudimentary publication marks Blandowski’s final effort as an Australian natural historian.
When it failed and nearly bankrupted him, he gave up and established himself as a studio
photographer in Gleiwitz. (https://www.wdl.org/en/item/15128/)]

Grunddaten
Material/Technik: Prasentationsform: auf Karton
Mafle: Kartonformat (Foto): 32,1 x 23,6 cm;
Bildformat (Foto): 7 x 10,1 cm
Ereignisse
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